"WE WANT WE LEADER”

LAUNCH OF THE CAMPAIGN TO RETURN THE BODIES OF THE LEADERS OF THE GRENADA REVOLUTION SLAIN ON OCTOBER 19th 1983
Presentation by Alan Scott to the Zoom Campaign launch on 25th October 2020
This presentation is based on the research carried out by the Young Leaders Groups of Presentation Brothers College between 1999 &2001 and an Affidavit sworn by Callistus Bernard in October 2006 for his Privy Council Appeal.

On the night of 19th October Callistus was advised by a senior army officer that the bodies of Bishop and others could not be handed over for immediate burial because this could lead to further unrest in the country, and so the army has to temporarily take control of the bodies. He was instructed to undertake the task of securing the bodies, and after discussing the options available to preserve the bodies with others, it was decided that the only practical option was to bury the bodies on the military base in Calivigny where there were trenches that formed part of the defence for the camp. 

A trench was selected for the temporary burial of the bodies, however Callistus indicates in his affidavit that at this point Fabian Gabriel indicated the bodies would quickly rot if they were just buried, and he proposed using a technique for the primitive embalming of bodies – the application of moderate heat, which would slow down the rotting process. At this point he left the others to the task and he returned to report to the officer what he had done with the bodies. The officer was angry and ordered Callistus to return to Calivigny immediately and to ensure that any fire was put out and the bodies were buried; this he did. This version of events is confirmed in a statement given by Fabian Gabriel to Inspector Jasper Watson and witnessed by Sgt. Colin Braithwaite on 2nd November 1983 that the bodies were put on a yellow dump truck and went to Camp Fedon where the bodies were burnt and buried in one hole. 

Following the invasion ,the US psychological battalion spread many rumours concerning the fate of the remains, including that the remaining leaders of the revolution had hidden the bodies or organised them to be thrown into the sea, so that they would never be recovered. Although witnesses at the trial of the Grenada 17 gave evidence that the bodies of PM Bishop and some others were recovered by the American Military at the arms camp in Calivigny, few Grenadians would have been aware of this as the trial was held in a court within the prison, and so the majority of the population continued to believe that they had the remains hidden away and were refusing to return them to their families for a decent burial.

In May 1999 and again in 2001-2002 two groups of form four students of Presentation Brothers College undertook research to discover the whereabouts of the remains of PM Bishop and eight other persons who were buried with him. Although they were unable to discover the whereabouts of the remains, in their introduction to their findings  they stated “The results of the investigation are shocking. We believe we have uncovered a plot to hide the remains of Maurice Bishop.  

It is clear from the evidence of Fabian Gabriel that the Barbadian Police were made aware of the bodies being buried at camp Fedon on 2nd November. In his trial evidence, he indicated that he went to Camp Fedon once after the night of October 19th, and this was with Inspector Watson around 4th or 5th November. On 6th November Daniel Drosdoff, the senior editor of United Press International, stated that U.S. officials found several bodies where the Grenadian Soldiers reportedly buried Prime Minister Bishop. The following day, the New York Times reported that bodies had been found in the training camp in Calivigny.

On 9th November, a group calling itself the grave registration, went to the burial site with one soldier from the peacekeeping force, a Jamaican named Earl Brown as a result of information supplied by Christopher Bowen, a cook based at Calivigny.  Earl gave a detailed account of the day to the students in an e mail message dated 27.01. 2000. He indicated that he was at Camp Calivigny because while interrogating, information came to light that bodies were buried in a pit, and they were said to be of Maurice Bishop, Jackie Creft and three other members of his Government. The arrived at Calivigny sometime in the afternoon, maybe after two or three o clock. The remains were partially burnt and partially decomposed. It was quite obvious that one of the bodies was female  - there was no mistake that there was definitely a female in that pit. Skulls along with other body parts were found.  Based on the information that we had received about who were shot and disposed of at that location, and based on the description of the clothing that the victims were wearing when the remains were recovered, it was very clear that Mr Bishop and Ms Creft’s bodies were among the five that were recovered in Calivigny. At that time back in 1983, based on information alone, it was quite obvious that those people were in fact in the pit.

Earl went on to indicate that today we would have to use DNA or other forms of technology to determine whose bodies were there, but at the time of recovery, although we could not identify each body by his features, one could make near if not a positive identification based on information about the clothing that each person was wearing at the time of death and that was already established by people who were at the Fort that day.  The report would be wrong if it stated that there was female clothing but no body parts there were female body parts found that day, and that is the truth. One of those bodies was definitely that of Prime Minister Maurice Bishop based on the information about clothing that he was wearing at the Fort at the time – one of those bodies was his. In a subsequent telephone conversation, Earl explained what we meant by female body parts – he specifically remembered seeing breasts and Genitals. 

Earls version of events was confirmed by a statement from US army Captain Henry Fore, who told the press that US soldiers today found the burnt and decomposed bodies of three people, including the skeleton remains of the slain Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, and he  indicated that one of the skeletal remains was that of a woman. At the trial of the Grenada 17 the Jury were told by the prosecution that on discovery the bodies were like fried eggs, totally destroyed. Neither Earl Brown nor Captain Fore were called to give evidence.

The military contacted Dr Lenon of St Georges University on 9th November asking if the Gross Lab could be used to examine some remains that had been found at Calivigny.  On 10th November Dr Jordan of the University has indicated that troops brought over six body bags. They were pieces of meat and bones; there were pieces of skulls, no intact skulls. No real bodies, just pieces of bodies. In his evidence to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission that they found bits and pieces of scalp hair which we identified as Bain’s, and they managed to identify the remains of Jacqueline Creft, but denied that Bishops remains were present. However, he then indicated that in his opinion the bodies had been dynamited and so it was possible that Bishops remains were amongst the unidentifiable parts.   He told the students that the ends of the bones were charred and splintered which is consistent with being dynamited or run over by a vehicle.

The remains were collected by Otway’s funeral home on 12th November,  but for what purpose is not entirely clear.  The armed forces Institute of Pathology issued a consultation report on the identification of the remains on 12th December, and this indicated that the bodies had been stored in a temporary morgue facility without refrigeration. The report confirmed that skeletal trauma appears to be of the crushing type , and no evidence of cutting, stabbing or chopping wounds is present. Only small fragments of skull bones were found. These findings are compatible with the history of being overrun by vehicles or falling from a height. Remarkably the report concluded that none of the remains were female and the remains of Maurice Bishop were not present. 

The young leaders were surprised by the reports finding. Firstly, the absence of female remains was contrary to other evidence, and they discussed this with Dr Jordan, who confirmed that when he examined a pelvis he found the innominate bones besides the pelvis has what looked like birthing marks on the pubic symphysis, which showed that the woman had given birth.   They therefore concluded that there has been an attempt to hide the truth about the discovery of Jacqueline Creft’s body, and posed the question that someone knew that if it was revealed that her body had been discovered then Maurice Bishop’s body would also have been present. They were insulted that the intelligence of Grenadians could be mocked in this way.

Secondly, the finding that there were only small fragments of skull bones conflicted with the evidence of Earl Brown, and so they contacted him to discuss the contradiction. In response he indicated that he had personally been very hurt by the fact that Maurice Bishop was killed and was happy that he was involved in finding his body. “I say finding his body because based on the information that we received at the time regarding the number of bodies and the specific descriptions regarding the clothing that they were wearing at the time of death, the bodies were put in body bags and tagged as to who was in what. I must also say that although the bodies were partially burnt, we recovered more than just bones. It was very positive that one female body was inside that grave along with four males. There were skulls , bones and flesh part that we recovered, although we could not make out specific features that we could match with pictures”. The young leaders concluded that the evidence suggests that someone removed complete skulls between the time the remains were recovered in Calivigny and their arrival at the lab in Grande Anse. Why would someone do this ? In 1983 DNA testing was not yet developed so the only way to identify human remains was by examination of the skull, and in particular, dentition. It seems that a hasty job was done to remove complete skulls, and then the remains were sent to the lab for examination. Dr Jordan thinks that the remains he saw on the examination tables on November 9th 1983 were either blown apart or rolled over by a heavy vehicle. 

Initially it was thought that the remains were taken straight from Calivigny to the lab, but two pieces of evidence show that this was not the case. Firstly, a  photograph in the Trinidad  Guardian of US soldiers carrying  a body from a mass grave in Calivigny on Tuesday 8th November – this is despite the US assertion that no photographs were taken. The accompanying news report says four bodies were removed. However, the remains were not delivered to the lab until the next day. Secondly, tough the recovered bodies were placed in five labelled body bags, what was delivered to the lab was six garbage bags. The young leaders therefore conclude that the remains were tampered with, and that during a 16 hour period, skulls as well as other body parts were removed in order to confuse the identification of the remains.

Summary of Issues Raised

1. Nine bodies were buried at Camp Fedon, yet only five seem to have been found, so what happened to the other four?

2. Fabian Gabriel revealed that the bodies of Bishop and the others were buried at the camp on 2nd November, yet officially there is no attempt at recovery until 8th November after information from Christopher Bowen, a cook based at Calivigny.

3. Why did Inspector Watson visit the Camp with Gabriel on 4th or 5th November, and what was the purpose of the visit?

4. Who desecrated the remains between the time of their discovery and their delivery to the University, and what was the reason for this appalling action?

5. Why have the US sought to deny the presence of the remains of Jaqueline Creft?

6. What did the US forces do with the remains after they had been examined at the University?

7. Why have successive Governments in Grenada not acted on the recommendation of the TRC to make serious efforts to ascertain the location of the remains?

8. Did the prosecution mislead the jury in the trial of the Grenada 17?
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